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Ca r l o le v i
(Turin 1902 - Turin 1975)

Youth
Turin, 1935
Oil on canvas
Signed ‘CLevi’
Registred at the Carlo Levi foundation in Rome as no. 359
Height 46 cm - Width 38 cm

Provenienza
Private collection, Italy

He was a student of Casorati and for this reason his first works have strong references to the master’s 

painting, but they demonstrate a certain openness of Levi towards the artists of the “new objectivity” 

(Kanoldt, Shad, Beckmann). In these years Levi appears inserted in the cultural environment of 

Turin: he attends Cesare Pavese, Giacomo Noventa, Antonio Gramsci, Luigi Einaudi, and later 

Edoardo Persico, Lionello Venturi and Luigi Spazzapan.

In 1923 he stayed for the first time in Paris and from 1924, when he graduated in medicine, until 1927 

he maintained a study there.

Around 1927 his painting underwent the first of several stylistic changes, influenced at the beginning 

by the Fauves and the school of Paris, then, between 1929 and 1930, by Modigliani

At the end of 1928, with Gigi Chessa, Nicola Galante, Francesco Mencio, Enrico Paulucci and Jessie 

Boswell, the group of “Sei di Torino”, with the support of Lionello Venturi and Edoardo Persico, 

exhibited in a series of exhibitions follow until 1931 (Genoa, Rome, Milan, London, Paris).

In 1930 a dramatic expressionist style brought to maturity, which will characterize the portraits 

and landscapes of this decade. In the same year he made a trip through Great Britain with Nello 

Rosselli. In 1931 he exhibited in Paris at the Galerie-Librarie Jeune Europe of Antonio Aniante. In 

March 1934 he was arrested for suspected anti-fascist activity. Some artists living in Paris (Signac, 

Derain, Lèger, Chagall etc.) sign an appeal for his release. Between 1935 and 1936 he was in political 

confinement in Basilicata, an experience that inspired the novel “Christ stopped at Eboli” (1945), his 

most famous literary work. Many paintings painted in confinement are exhibited in various personal 

exhibitions at the Galleria del Milione (Milan 1936) and Galleria della Cometa (Rome 1937).

In 1937 he was in New York and from 1939 to 1941 he stayed in Paris. During the war he took part 

in the Resistance in Italy. In 1947 he settled in Rome and took sides in favor of realist painting, 

understood in a strictly existential sense. Many pictorial subjects reflect his participation in the socio-

economic problems of the South. In the Sixties he gave a stylistic turn to his painting and extended 

his expressive values   in a more poetic and universal sense.

He died suicide in Rome 1975.

The painting belongs to the Expressionist period of Carlo Levi and more precisely to 1935, the year 

in which the painter was exiled for political reasons in Basilicata (he remained there until 1936). The 

energetic brushstroke and strong colors underline the vitality and young age of the teenager.



 The painting is signed lower right and dated by the same artist on the back with the initials 35415 

(15.04.1935). It has been registered and archived at number 359 at the Carlo Levi Foundation (Rome). 

Recently it was published in the Manini catalog “Arte”, November 2000, p. 50, number 176.


